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     May 29, 2020 

 
Graduates of the Tamaqua Area High School Class of 2020 & Families: 
 
The school district has been working tirelessly to try to provide the most traditional 
graduation ceremony for you, while also meeting the guidelines established by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, Department of Health and the Governor’s 
Office.  This has been extremely difficult with regulations changing almost weekly and 
little clarity on essential components of the guidelines.  Just yesterday, adjustments 
were made to the size of gatherings in the green phase that were not previously 
identified.  As frustrating as this is to all of us, we are required to follow the rules set by 
these state entities and respect the real health-related concerns of many. 
 
As a result, we are making the following adjustments to the graduation schedule.  We 
are providing an outline of the ceremony that will take place with the assumption we 
are in a green phase. 
 
Date: Friday June 26, 2020 
Time: TBD 
Location: Tamaqua Area SD Stadium and District Auditorium 
 
Outline of Ceremony 
 
1.  The graduate and two guests will be assigned to either the stadium or auditorium. 
 
2.  Half of the graduates and guests will be in each location. 
 
3.  Both locations will have access to the other through a video simulcast. 
 
4.  The event is intended to operate & feel like one ceremony. 
 
5.  Traditional speeches and songs will be either pre-recorded or performed live. 
 
6.  Graduates will have the opportunity to be presented a diploma or certificate. 
 
7.  Photographers & videographers will be present to perform their normal function. 
 

     8.  Graduates will recess out of the facility with their guests. 
 
 

Raymond J. Kinder 
Superintendent 
 
 
Tamaqua Area High School 
500 Penn Street 
Tamaqua, PA  18252 
Phone: (570) 668-1901 
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Tamaqua Area Middle School 
502 Penn Street 
Tamaqua, PA  18252 
Phone: (570) 668-1210 
Fax:  (570) 668-5027 
 
 
Tamaqua Elementary School 
1 Boyle Avenue 
Tamaqua, PA  18252 
Phone:  (570) 668-3306 
Fax: (570) 668-3235 
 
 
West Penn Elementary School 
185 School Drive 
New Ringgold, PA  17960 
Phone:  (570) 386-5051 
Fax:  (570) 386-3226 
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Rationale for Decision 
 
1.  The format provides for an in-person ceremony that was much preferred based upon our survey results. 
 
2.  Although all graduates won’t be in the same location, they will be with a significant number of their classmates. 
 
3.  The date, although delayed longer than anyone wants, falls within the potential timeframe identified in our survey. 
 
4.  The identified date of June 26th would almost assuredly secure a green phase to allow for this format. 
 
5.  Despite being later than anyone would prefer, we believe that with cooperation, a significant portion of the Class of 
2020 will be able to attend. 
 
6.  Both locations provide venues traditionally utilized for our graduation ceremonies. 
 
7.  Songs, speeches and protocol will be similarly performed as they have at past graduation ceremonies. 
 
8.  Photo & video keepsakes will be available as they are each year. 
 
9.  Graduates will be permitted two guests who will be able to attend in person, rather than viewing on television. 
 
10.  The format meets or exceeds standards related to social distancing and groups of 250 or less in the green phase. 
 
Clarifications 
 
1.  The ceremony will take place June 26th.  We would only move the date due to inclement weather. 
 
2.  Should the unlikely scenario unfold that our county remains in the yellow phase on June 26th, we should know that 
information by June 19th.  If that were the case, we would plan individual walks beginning Monday, June 22nd that 
would be placed in video format for a later release. 
 
3.  Our belief is that each day we move past June 26th will likely result in less graduate participation.  We want as many 
graduates to participate as possible. 
 
4.  The possibility exists for the ceremony to also be broadcast via PBS and/or a local radio station for those unable to 
attend in person. 
 
5.  Specific procedures related to arrival, departure, venue, distancing and other details will all be released over the 
next few weeks. 
 
6.  The high school administration will release a survey to the students next week that will ask for their intent to 
participate.  We will need a firm number of participants for planning and organizational purposes. 
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At the beginning of this school year, I’m sure we all had great expectations for what graduation would be like.  None 
of us predicted this scenario.  We did not cause this, but we are all in charge of how we react to it now.  Is this what 
anyone wants?  No.  However, it is up to each graduate, parent, guardian, educator and community supporter to put 
their full effort into making it a special day for our graduating seniors who deserve our support and appreciation.  My 
hope is that given our situation, you will view this as I do.  It’s a way to honor our graduates’ wishes and offer a 
ceremony they can look back on with pride. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and the resilience you have all shown over these past few months.  Please 
contact me at any time with questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Raymond J. Kinder 
Superintendent, TASD 


